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“And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of 

Jesus was there: And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. 

And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no 

wine. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is 

not yet come. His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, 

do it. And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of 

purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto 

them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them to the brim. And he 

saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And 

they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made 

wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water 

knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, And saith unto him, 

every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well 

drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now”  

– John 2: 1-10. 

 

There was once a marriage feast in Cana of Galilee. Although, much was provided 

yet, all was spent. There was want at a feast! However full and sufficient we may 

feel in life, we often find ourselves in such straits where we come to the end of our 

wits and resources. Those who keep spending on the cares of this world must 

expect trouble in the flesh in the end. Just like these people ran out of wine and 

needed the new one, so would we. Thank God, Jesus Christ was there and came to 

their rescue. It is important that we have Christ not just at our feasts but all the 

times. And, if we must have him with us that way, we must invite him by prayer.  

Prayer is the messenger that must be sent to heaven for him to come. He says: 

“Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me” 

(Ps.50: 15). When he comes, he will turn our water to wine. 

 

 Before Jesus performed this first miracle in his ministry, he had been preaching 

and teaching for a while. We must receive his doctrines before we can partake of 

his miracles. We must learn how to first of all tarry in God’s presence before we 

can be endued with power from on high. Just as this miracle was performed in 



answer to a request and desperate need, we also must be importunate in prayer as 

we register our needs and requests before the throne of grace. We should never be 

tired of calling upon the name of the Lord. 

 

Again, the place of this miracle is instructive. Jesus chose to carry out His first 

miracle in Cana of Galilee, an obscure corner in the tribe of Asher remote from 

Jerusalem, the actual scene of action.  Even, His brethren at a point pressurised 

Him to go to Jerusalem to parade Himself and show forth His miracles but Jesus 

was not for such outward show of the flesh (Jn.7:3-6).  He did not seek for honour 

from men (Jn.5:41).  He preferred to start His miracles with the lowly people of 

Cana in Galilee than the proud rabbis, politicians and aristocratic grandees at 

Jerusalem.  For us to receive new wine from the Lord this year, we must follow his 

humble example. 

 

We need to learn some lessons from Mary too.  Since Christ had not performed 

any miracle before this time, how come Mary went to Him?  Mary knew that God 

was with Him.  And when she came, she did not command Christ or dictate to 

Him what to do.  She only informed Him of the emergency situation.  In prayer, 

we must learn not to prescribe to the Lord, but humbly spread out our case before 

Him and allow Him to do as He pleases. We must learn to pray like He did and 

say, “not as I will, but as You will”(Matt. 26:39). 

  

At first, it was as if Christ was not going to act.  All that Mary got was a    rebuke.  

Jesus asked her, “Woman, what have I to do with thee?”  He called her woman, 

not mother. As many as Christ loves, He rebukes and chastens.  At times, when we 

are assuming, we should be reminded what we are – frail, foolish and corrupt men 

and women. Although Christ, as man was David’s Son and hers; yet, as God, He 

was David’s Lord and hers, and he would have her know it. We must all learn this 

humble lesson if we must have our miracle of new wine. 

 

Secondly, we must learn that in spiritual things, there is no respect of persons. 

Mary’s rebuke was designed to plainly point out the anticipated error of deifying 

her as is now practised amongst Roman Catholics. Those who now pray to Mary 

as their mediatrix, ‘monstra te esse matrem’ (i.e. show that thou art his mother) 

and ‘Jussu amtris impera salvatori’(Lay thy maternal commands on the Saviour) 

are surely in error.  It should however be noted that although, the Son of God is 

appointed our Advocate with the father, the mother of our Lord was never 

designed to be our advocate with the Son. 

 

The other reason Jesus gave for this rebuke was, “My hour is not yet come”. As 

we move into the New Year, let us remember that there is a season for everything 

and a definite time for every purpose under the heaven (Eccles. 3:1). We should 

therefore pray not just for the new wine but that it would come at the right time, 



God-appointed time (Ps. 69:13; Eccles. 3:11). For many, that time is now as it 

happened that day at the feast in Cana of Galilee. 

 

Mary took the rebuke rather submissively. We too should learn to submit to God’s 

Almightiness.  Mary hoped against hope.  She directed the servants to do whatever 

the Lord commands without disputing or asking questions.  This is a necessary 

attitude if we must have our miracles.  Eventually, when Christ ordered the 

servants to serve the guests water though they called for wine, they obeyed. And 

because they obeyed, the Lord multiplied the few drops of wine remaining in those 

jars until draughts saturated and filled them.  Water had turned to wine! 

 

The miracle itself is instructive. It shows clearly the difference between the laws 

of Moses and the gospel of Christ. Moses; before instituting the Ten 

Commandments turned the water of Nile to blood. Jesus Christ at the start of his 

ministry turned the water at the feast to wine. While the curse of the law turns 

water to blood; the blessing of the gospel turns water to wine. Indeed, it’s a new 

dawn! 

 

Jesus simply instructed the servants to draw out the wine. These servants needed 

faith for their action. They could have questioned Him in disbelief but thank God 

they didn’t as divine hands would not do what is meant for human hands. If we 

fulfil our part of the divine pact, God is faithful to fulfil His part. When eventually 

the governor of the feast tasted the wine, he adjudged it the best and richest. No 

one does it better than the Lord. He still gives new wine today. 

 

In providing abundant wine for the marriage guests, Christ does not invalidate his 

warning in Luke 21: 34. His warning still is: 

“And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with 

surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you 

unawares”. The Lord was simply testing their sobriety and self-control. Self-

denial is to moderately use the abundance divine providence offers. The guests 

that day got the message and we ought to get it too. None of them abused the 

wine. None of them got drunk. 

 

The message of God to us this year is clear. He gives to us now the wine of His 

Spirit freely instead of the juice of grapes. He says: 

“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things 

unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:18-20). 

  

As the Lord visits us again and releases the anointing and power of His Spirit on 

us and we relish and bask in His glory. Let us be sober and maintain a close walk 



with Him and not grieve His Spirit.  As we savour the taste of this new wine, let us 

shun every form of carnality that could stop the flow. 


