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RAIN OF REVIVAL 
Adegboyega Adejobi 

 

“And Elijah came to all the people and said, ‘How long will you falter 

between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow 

him.’ But the people answered him not a word. 

Then Elijah said to the people, ‘I alone am left a prophet of the LORD; But 

Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men.’ 

‘Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for 

themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; 

and I will prepare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire 

under it; and I will prepare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put 

fire under it.’ 

‘Then you call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the 

LORD; and the God who answers by fire, He is God.’ So all the people 

answered and said, ‘It is well spoken.’ 

Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, ‘Choose one bull for yourselves 

and prepare it first, for you are many; and call on the name of your god, 

but put no fire under it.’ 

So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, and 

called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, saying, ‘O Baal, 

hear us!’ But there was no voice, no one answered. Then they leaped about 

the altar which they had made. 
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And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, ‘Cry aloud for he 

is a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or 

perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened.’ 

So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their custom, with knives 

and lances, until the blood gushed out on them. 

And it was so, when midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the 

offering of the evening sacrifice. But there was no voice; no one answered, 

no one paid attention. 

Then Elijah said to all the people, ‘Come near to me.’ So all the people 

came near to him. And he replaced the altar of the LORD that was broken 

down. 

And Elijah took twelve stones according to the number of the tribes of the 

sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, ‘Israel 

shall be your name.’ 

Then with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD; and he 

made a trench around the altar large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 

And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the 

wood, and said, ‘Fill four water pots with water, and pour it on the burnt 

sacrifice and on the wood.’ 

Then he said, ‘Do it a second time,’ and they did it a second time; and he 

said, ‘Do it a third time,’ and they did it a third time. 

So the water ran all around the altar, and he also filled the trench with 

water. 

And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, 

that Elijah the prophet came near and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, 

and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your 

servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word. 

‘Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are the 

LORD God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You again.’ 

Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 

wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in 

the trench. 

Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, ‘The 

LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is God!’ 

And Elijah said to them, ‘Seize the prophets of Baal! Do not let one of them 

escape!’ So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the Brook 

Kishon and executed them there. 
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Then Elijah said to Ahab, ‘Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of 

abundance of rain.’  

So Ahab went up to eat and drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; 

then he bowed down on the ground, and put his face between his knees, 

and said to his servant, ‘Go up now, look toward the sea.’ So he went up 

and looked, and said, ‘There is nothing.’ And seven times he said, ‘Go 

again.’ 

Then it came to pass the seventh time that he said, ‘There is a cloud, as 

small as a man’s hand, rising out of the sea!’ So he said, ‘Go up, say to 

Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot, and go down before the rain stops you.’ 

Now it happened in the meantime that the sky became black with clouds 

and wind, and there was a heavy rain. So Ahab rode away and went to 

Jezreel.” 

1Kings 18: 21-45 

 

There was once a famine in Israel that lasted for some three and a half 

years. This famine was God’s judgement pronounced through the Prophet 

Elijah for the sin of idolatry of the nation of Israel. Although Elijah 

pronounced the judgement, yet God provided for him and sustained him 

miraculously while the famine lasted. God is true to His word. The Bible 

says: 

 

“The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to 

reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgement.” 

2Peter 2: 9 

 

God initially directed him to the Brook Cherith where he drank water and 

was fed by ravens and then to the widow of Zarephath who offered the last 

meal for her self and her child to the man of God. That widow also got 

God’s reward and miracle of divine sustenance as her jar of flour was never 

empty, nor her cruise of oil dry according to the pronouncements of Elijah 

throughout those years of famine. God surely knows how to preserve the 

godly at such difficult times.  

 

Meanwhile, famine ravaged the rest of the land. It had not rained for a 

space of three and a half years. As a result, everywhere was dry, dusty and 

dirty; the entire land was patched and dying. There is a spiritual parallel to 
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this. When heaven is shut against a man, he is spiritually dry. Frustration 

sets in and in a short while he contaminates himself with sin and becomes 

dirty and filthy. His vision of God becomes dull. His spiritual ambition 

begins to die and it’s now a matter of struggle to live godly. A man under a 

closed heaven does not enjoy peace. Instead, he groans under the burden 

of a soiled conscience and runs helter-skelter in desperation for solution. 

Every man presently experiencing a closed heaven needs God’s mercy and 

intervention for revival. 

 

Eventually, God had mercy upon Israel and commanded Elijah to show up. 

Elijah summoned Ahab, the king, his false prophets of Baal and the people 

to Mount Carmel. He first of all repaired the broken altar of God and 

prepared to offer a sacrifice to Him. The false prophets of Baal sacrificed 

too but only Elijah got God’s fire on his sacrifice. If we must experience 

genuine revival in our time, we must repair all the broken altars of God in 

our lives and make amends where our communion with the Holy Ghost 

had been broken. We must turn a new leaf and be sincere in seeking after 

the Lord. For He says: 

 

“And you will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your 

heart.” Jeremiah 29: 13 

 

We must sacrifice too! For when the fire fell, it fell on Elijah’s sacrifice. 

Ultimately, it is our sacrifices for God that attract His fire to burn off the 

dross of sin and thoroughly purge our lives. The purifying fire of the Lord is 

a blessing to the believer. A sacrifice is something we give painfully, out of 

inconvenience and involves self-denial. Really, the cost of anything we give 

to God is the measure of sacrifice in it. Many of the saints of old knew what 

it means to sacrifice. Abel, Abraham, Jacob, David and Elijah to mention but 

a few knew it. We should know it too. 

   

Elijah challenged the people to choose whom they would follow: Baal or 

the true God of Israel. And this was how they would know; the God that 

answers by fire would be God! And the people accepted the challenge. 

Much as Baal’s prophets tried, they could not get fire on their sacrifice but 

as soon as Elijah mounted the stage and laid his sacrifice on the altar for 

God, he lifted up his voice in prayer and Jehovah sent down fire from 
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heaven. This was in spite of his command to the people to soak the 

sacrifice in water. When God does a thing; He appends His signature that 

all may know and confess that, ‘This is God!’ And that the false prophets of 

Baal knew very well! If Elijah needed God’s fire on his sacrifice, we need it 

too.   

 

Elijah quickly rounded up the false prophets of Baal and ensured they were 

slaughtered. Those prophets couldn’t resist either for it had been proved 

beyond all reasonable doubts that their god was dead. When there is true 

revival in the land, all resistance to the gospel would give way and the 

word of God would have a free course amongst the people. Come, Lord 

Jesus! 

 

Elijah was not done yet. That fire from heaven only confirms the sacrifice 

and proves its acceptance. It is actually the rain that brings the revival and 

true refreshing we all desire. He then prayed again that God would send 

His rain and God obliged him. Although there were no signs of 

approaching rains in the sky initially but prayer changes things. Elijah 

crouched in prayer seven times, sending his servant to observe the sky 

each time. By the seventh time, the cloud had gathered and there was the 

sound of abundance of rain. Even, king Ahab had no time to mourn the 

death of his prophets. He obeyed Elijah, mounted his horse and galloped 

home so as not to be caught on the way and be beaten by the rain. Elijah 

thus brought about a mighty revival in the land of Israel and brought the 

people back to God. He was God’s agent of revival for his time. 

 

We surely need similar revival in our nation today and if we must have it 

then we must learn to be God’s agents of revival and pray like Elijah. He 

prayed both for the fire and the rain and God granted his requests. Many 

now ask, ‘Where is the God of Elijah?’ My answer is: He is on the throne as 

He has always been! The question we ought to ask is, ‘Where are the Elijahs 

of God?’ ‘Where are God’s agents of revival for our time?’ ‘Where are the 

men who have not defiled themselves with the king’s portion and are 

completely sold out to the course of righteousness?’ ‘Where are the men of 

prayer?’ ‘Where are those men who would pray down both God’s fire of 

judgement and purging as well as His rain of revival?’   
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Surely, a prayerless Christian is a powerless Christian just as a prayerless 

Church is a powerless Church. The people who are not praying are playing 

and those who play would eventually stray. We now have too many 

organizers in our Churches today instead of agonizers; too many advisers 

instead of intercessors. Many in our Churches who would neither bother to 

maintain steady walks with the Lord nor pray are usually the special 

advisers to the pastors. Sometimes they are the loudest critiques too, 

especially at those times when their counsels are not taken. 

 

The Bible says that, 

 

“Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it 

would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six 

months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 

produced its fruit.” 

James 5: 17-18 

 

The Bible equally assures us that, 

 

“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” 

James 5: 16 

 

We surely need revival in the land. We all need God’s divine visitation in 

our lives. If we must have such divine visitations however, we must repair 

all of God’s broken altars in our lives individually, from family to family and 

in the congregations. We must lay our sacrifices on those altars. We must 

draw near to God once again with all our hearts and genuinely call and cry 

to Him for a fresh outpouring of His Spirit and a new awakening in our 

lives. If we would pray then like Elijah, we would get results like him! God 

would give us His fresh fire and also, His rain of revival!                    


