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WHAT IS WRONG WITH BEING BLACK? 
Adegboyega Adejobi 

 
“I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of 

Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. Look not upon me, because I am 

black, because the sun hath looked upon me: my mother’s children 

were angry with me; they made me keeper of the vineyards; but 

mine own vineyard have I not kept.”- Song of Solomon 1: 5-6 

The Bible clearly proves that the black race descended from Ham, the father of 

Canaan whom Noah cursed (read part one). History also shows a trail of tales of 

woes of the black race. From the slave trade to colonialization of Africa until this 

present era of economic slavery, the black race has always been oppressed by the 

other two races. Our slave ancestors even seemed to be better than many of us 

today in that they were unwilling but forcefully taken to the cold western world. 

However, what our forefathers forcefully resisted is what many Africans pray and 

clamour for now. Apart from the brain drain, imagine the level of capital flight 

from Africa by calculating how much we now pay for visas and air fares to travel 

to Europe and America. It was free passage for the African slaves then yet they 

never wanted to leave their homeland. It’s a shame now to watch in the news how 
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Africans are perishing in the Mediterranean Sea because they are desperate to 

run away from Africa to Europe.   

The Shunamite woman, the black woman in King Solomon’s harem of wives 

wondered aloud why the daughters of Jerusalem stared at her curiously and 

suspiciously because of her skin colour and explained it was “…because the sun 

hath looked upon me”, and because “…my mother’s children were angry 

with me; they made me keeper of the vineyards; but mine own 

vineyard have I not kept” – Song of Solomon 1: 6. This is the story of a 

typical black man or woman whether in Africa or anywhere around the world at 

all. Everywhere the black man or woman is discriminated against and treated as 

second class. It is on record that African wealth and work force has always been 

used to develop the western world. Meanwhile, Africa remains largely 

underdeveloped. These are proofs of curses! 

The curse of Noah could only be one of several others trailing the life of a typical 

black. Usually, there are curses coming directly from breaking God’s laws because 

of idolatry, witchcraft, bloodshed, etc and also from a long line of ancestral 

sources. 

Some argue that the Lord Jesus Christ already paid the price by being made a 

curse for us as stated in Galatians 3: 13-14 that, “Christ hath redeemed us 

from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, 

Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree that the blessing of 

Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we 

might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith”. However, it 

should be noted that Jesus Christ paid to remove curses from our lives just like 

He paid for our salvation, healing, deliverance, etc. But we still have to believe 

and then pray in order to appropriate any of these benefits of His sacrificial death 

on the cross into our lives. They are not automatic! “For with the heart man 

believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 

unto salvation” – Romans 10: 10. 

No other foundation is to be laid than that which is already laid (1Corinthians 3: 

11) and no other price or ransom should be paid than that which Jesus Christ has 

already paid on the cross at Calvary. What we need then which is being advocated 

for here is prayer – nothing but prayer; genuine, humble, earnest fervent prayer 

coming from sincere hearts. Only ignorance or pride could hinder us from saying 

such prayer. That is part of the reason why God said, “If My people, which 



3 
 

are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek 

My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” – 

2Chronicles 7: 14. 

We cannot solve a problem by denying or dodging it. The only way to solve a 

problem is to confront it headlong. Already the facts are starring us in the face. 

Recent happenings around the world buttress the point also that the average 

black man is under a yoke that needs be broken. The signs and symptoms are 

there for all to see. These signs include hatred and discrimination against blacks, 

oppression, slavery, servitude, fear, backwardness, ignorance, inferiority 

complex, lack of vision and confusion, lack of mission or purpose, lack of 

direction, leadership failure, stagnancy and lack of progress, wastefulness, strife, 

famine, poverty, pestilence, high mortality rate, lack of fulfillment, hardship, 

suffering, sorrow, etc. 

We may not be able to gather in a place to address these issues in prayer but I 

strongly believe that if we start to take up this challenge in prayer firstly from 

individual level then from family to family and then if black congregations 

around the world will begin to address the crucial issue of black backwardness in 

prayer and we no longer shy away from it then the Lord of Heaven will answer us, 

forgive us and heal our land. After all, Abraham was just one man when he stood 

in the gap to intercede for Sodom and Gomorrah. Esther also, a woman took up 

intercession for her Jewish people in Persia and prevailed. However, this calls for 

sincerity, seriousness, soberness, selflessness, sacrifice and not the usual selfish, 

self-centred and materialistic approach to prayer that we currently see all over 

the place. 

Lack of intercessors is part of the spiritual problems of Africa! And the prosperity 

preaching that is now so prevalent in the African church has made matters worse 

in promoting carnality, selfishness, greed, love of money and materialism. 

Eventually, only a few, especially the prosperity preachers themselves are 

enriched while the majority of the people still wallow in abject poverty. Many 

African Christians erroneously believe that God will always be there for us when 

we are no longer there for Him. God is calling His people back to intercessory 

prayers. He said, “The people of the land have used oppression, and 

vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger 

wrongfully. And I sought for a man among them, that should make 
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up the hedge, and stand in the gap before Me for the land, that I 

should not destroy it: But I found none.” – Ezekiel 22: 29: 30 

It is said that, “Rome was not built in a day” and “Little drops of water make the 

mighty ocean”. If it is only few people who would take up this challenge initially 

and trust God to touch others afterwards to join in, we can’t ever tell what God 

could do in healing Africa and the entire black people. We must not expect any 

short-cuts or quick fix. We may not see the results immediately or so quickly but 

I’m convinced that the effort will never be wasted. Let us labour now to bequeath 

a good legacy to the coming generations of black children. It is possible! The 

Bible says, “For with God, nothing shall be impossible” – Luke 1: 37. 

The Lord Jesus said, “… It is more blessed to give than to receive” – Acts 

20: 35. As God is seeking for intercessors now for Africa, will He find you? 


